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_ 0: the Pretender, and aveaken us to what we are 
& to exped fiom him, when be comes, I have been 
ying before you the ftate of our Publick Credit, 
id the Condition of the Funds upon which we (the 
eens) have lent our Money. I cannot but think, 
id this is the Ground of my Difcourfe, That if it 
if ars, that the coming in of the Pretender 


[° Order to cure us of our prefent Appréhentions 


ll deftroy the Security upon which you have lent 
ir Money ; and wot only fink she Prive but hazard the 
ancipal; and that the Pretender can give you no 
alent Security: Itay, / cannot but think, that 
S will effectually arm the Nation againft the Pre- 
ider, as the Polieflion of Abby Lands have arm’d 
m all along againft Popery. 
f youthink I am too feyere in faving, That Pro- 
€nce is more beholden (if that Word may be I- 
tically ufed) to the Gentry’s Care of their Eftates, 
an to their Concern for Religion : In all their Zeal 
+the-Retormation, I muft own there appear in Hi- 


4 fome Examples to juftify my Opinion ; and if 


y I have more hope from the hazard of: your 
nds, than your love to Liberty and the Proteffant 
eeffion, that you will all joyn againft the Preten- 
3 I pecreise! fpeak nothing but what I fee 
it Reafonto believe, — 
his is the thing that can alone joyn both Whig 
i Tory againft him; and this is what will make 
j words good, if any thing will, 
.) That the Tories are againft the Pretender; and 
this Reafon I cannot think it a ufelefs Attempt 
‘prove, That it is inconfiflent with the fafety of 
ir Funds, or with the continuance of the publick 
yments, fo much as to think of the Pretender. 
[ have now another Confideration to offer you, 
ich alfo I think is the concern of this whole Nati- 
3 and which, if duly weighed, will be an invinci- 
Obftacle in Bar of the Pretender: baled fome 
may miflike thefe things from my Mouth, 
wih fais to come rather from .thofe Oracles 
t feed your Gall; but I am to {peak what is to 
© you without the reward of being accepted: 


ter Ages 


your Sham-Whig Authors fil! you with Raillery, 


and fenfelels Fury one againft another, I endeavour 
rather to Argue than Rail, tho’ it be againft the 
Pretender. 1 ftile all your Incendiary Writers, Sham- 
Whigs, becaufe it is evident, nothing has been fo 
ruinous to the Whigs, and made fo many Men oi 
Moderation ftand at a diftance-trom them, expeé- 
ing Mifchief to follow, as the furious Spirit thefe-Men 
have blown up by their {cribbling  FireWorks, and 
all wife Men muft allow the Whigs have loft Ground 
by it § God open their Eyes, e’re it be too late. 

The Confideration I have now to. offer about the 
Pretender, is the Cafe of the Abjuration ~——— I 
have all along; as occafion has offer’d, been an Op- 
pofer of thefe Methods which have introduc’d among 
us the frequency and familiarity of Oaths, which, 
as I alledge, always take off the Solemnity, and due 
Regard which we’ ought to have to them: I have 
alfo obferv’d, “That no kind of Oaths have been 
madefo much the Foot-Ball of Mankind, in.thefe late 
ges, asthofe trifling things call’d Coronations 
Oaths, Oaths of Allegiance, and the like; and I 
cannot fpeak it without horrour, we begin do to the 


fame with the Oath-of ABJURATION ;-and for 


this Reafon I'think it is neceflary a little, to lay open 
this thing called an Abjuration, and fet it in a true 
light that’People may know what they have done 
in taking it, and what they are doing when they 
think of breaking it. - ; i 

If I had room here, I might defcend to fome jott 
Complaint of the general Praétice of this Age, (v57.) 
That we have reduc’d the Solemn Sacred thing of 
calling God 10 witne{s to a meer Nothing, a Schele- 
ton, a Scare-Crow, a thing of no Signification 3 and 
that a general Perjury runs thro’ the whole Nation 
at this time. If the God we Invoke is a God of 
tate that will not be mock’d, and that-refents the 

ing call’d to Witnefs toa Lye, we cannot ex & 
that he thould much longer with-hold calling this Na- 
tion to a ftri& Account for the open an dread fal 
Perjuries that are, with Connivance, I might fay 
with Allowance, committed almoft in every publick 
thing we Tranfac. ; Bars 


Ny, 


_ Hedge of 
_ filcience of God, which Nature {eem’d to have 
, Plac’d round the A@ions of Men; at which Gap 
' all manner of Contempt of Religion is broken in. 


a. 


_ Nay, T could defcend to Oaths which feem to be 
impoflible to be kept, and are yet daily impofed, 
and without difficulty fwallowd, in the cammon 
road of Butine( in the World, as if they were made 
On purpofé to be broken; and that Perjury was be- 
cone a neceflary Affi'tant in all our Affairs 
fich as Cuffom-boufe' Oaths, and Corporation Oaths ; 
by which I may, without breach of Charity, fay, 
There is fearce a Freeman of London that can 
carry on his Bufinefs, or a Merchant in London 
that can import and Export, without being Per- 
jar’d; of which I thall fay more when I come to 


_ fpeak again ot Trade. 


From thele I come to Oaths impofed almoft in 
every publick Affair, fuch as {wearing off Affefiments 
in the Land-Yax; fwearing to every Pound of 
Candles you make: In every Office, in every Tax 
we are loaded with Oaths; in which, this will al- 
ways bea ttanding Rule, The bardeft mouth’d Swear: 
er gets Money by it; and the tender, Confcientious 
Man, who feareth an Oath, always {wears to his 

urt. 


In {peaking of this multiplying Oaths. upon us, 


‘it is true, I may feem to refle@ upon the Makers 


of them — and it is true, That the Cultom of 


_ binding every Trifle to the neceffity of an Oath, 


ms to be a National Errour, I do not fay Crime. 
_ And alfo because, far from anfwering the true 
end of an Oath, it has only made a Ginah the 
the facred Aw of the Majefty and Om- 


But to come to the point; From the frequency 


> 


ot Oaths of Allegiance to the Perfon Reigning, 
Whatioever, and how often foever Changes and 


Revolutions of Government and Governours have 


happened, it falls out, that very often thofe Oaths 


clath with, and contradi@ one another ; fo th. it 


_ 1s impoffible they can confit together. ‘To avoid 
_ tie Prejury that muft of nece 
_ Cate it i allow'd in all Ages, and in all Nations, 
and it was in vain Argued otberwife bere at the Re- 
_ volution, That Oaths of Allegiance are underftood 


always to be reciprocal to Oaths of Coronation and 


me Government, (viz.) That the Allegiance of the Sub- 
a is efpecially fubje&ed to, and attendin 


Y tip upon, 
€ Accidents of Governours : So that while the Pro- 


_ tettion of the Prince lailed, the Obedience of the 
' Subject | was required, and no longer; as is the 
Cafe in Towns hetieg’d, taken “he 

i. Way, 

__ fo the ‘Pofleffors, as often as they fo change their 
Maiters, which Oaths cannot be-underftood to bind 
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retaken in the 
the Inhabitants whereof are oblig’d 10 [wear 
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ity follow, in this- 
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them longer, than the Perfons or 
Poffeffion, keep and maintain that Poffeffion. 
But an Oath of Adjuration is quite another t 
and fo much another thing, That if P : 
look into the Nature of it, and rea 
Terms of it, they would be perfectly 
the Thoughts of coming into the Cire 
fubmitting to the Perifon they fo par 
nounce and Abjure. wet 
All pretence of the Analogy between their 
ance and tie Government’s Prote@ion is 
way; they are fo far from being able 
a mutual Compact between the Governing * 
Governed, that it is quite the contrary 5 for 
Oaths of Allegiance we fuppofe. the Goverr 
continue; and if not, that you are leit free 
the Subje&s of the next, But HERE, y 
ly Renource and Abjure the PERSON dy 
and particularly al] his pretentions to: 
you cannot come afterieard and fay, Jt mm 
Intention that be might be ae out; and wit 
pofition that he fhould not h come 
it is, that you may refolve to keep h 
that you may fee your felves oblig’d to 
and you are indifpenfibly obliged to do 
done on purpofe, that you might be 
condition, mot to Le able to joyn with b 
ing, or to fubmit to him if be comes, withou' 


niteftly afronting your Maker, ine . 
dence, and mortgaging Confcience and Faith t 
groflelt Perjury in the World. ae 
Nor can any Power on Earth, mo, not the fa 
Authority that madz it, dilfolve the Obligation 
this Oath: This would be State Popery of t 
groffelt kind, and involve the Nation in fuch A 
furdities, as never yet any Nation fell i 
therefore I called it in one of my laf,” 
folvible Band, which no human Power ca 
us from, pore: 
Upon the validity then of this Oath, 
much of the Safety of this Nation , 
Pretender ; for if this Oath cannot be 
with, on any account whatfeever, it it does 
upon the Emergency of any Revolution, 
Tretender comes in, you mult keep it, or 
of wilful, premeditated Perjury, which a 
flian ought to be burnt alive, rather than 
then I have no more to do, but to open } 
to the Circumfances of this Oath 3. and 
never he afraid the Pretender will ever I 
ted here, till this Generation are all fu 
Force, and the Oath terminates with the 
of thofe that took it. ‘ne 


in Pater-Nofter-Row. | 1713 
(Price Three EHalfpence.) 


